The Honorable Harry Reid



The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Senate Majority Leader



Senate Minority Leader

U.S. Senate 





U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Minority Leader McConnell:  

As bipartisan organizations committed to improving health, we appreciate your ongoing work and support to further improvements in health across communities of color and other vulnerable populations, and to eliminate disparities in health and healthcare.  It is against this backdrop that we write to strongly urge you to include minority health legislation among your top priorities targeted for completion during this congressional session.  

As you are keenly aware, despite medical advances, death and disease continue to take a disproportionate and devastating toll on communities of color across the nation; no region of the country is immune.  The dire health statistics reflect continuing suffering and premature disabilities and deaths extending from and/or associated with asthma, heart disease, diabetes, cancer, stroke, HIV/AIDS, obesity, and violence; the list goes on.  Study after study continue to document a compelling case for a  -- national response carried out in direct partnership with communities --  to effectively address this health crisis. 

The undersigned organizations are encouraged by and commend the efforts that are underway on S. 1576 and H.R. 3333 the Minority Health Improvement and Health Disparity Elimination Act, and on H.R. 3014 the Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2007.  We have worked with Senate and House staff on these minority health measures that are under consideration and will continue to do so as the legislative processes move forward in both chambers.  

Vulnerable communities across the nation are counting on you and your colleagues in the Senate and the House to complete action in your respective chamber and to push for enactment, during this 110th Congress, of minority health legislation needed to help respond to this health crisis.  Please let us know how we can assist you as you move forward on this legislation.  The point of contact is Fredette West, chair of the Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Coalition (REHDC); she can be reached at 301-576-0845, or by email at healthalliance@comcast.net, or by cell at 202-215-3100.  

We appreciate your leadership and commitment, and we look forward to hearing from you and working with you to help make further improvements in the health of vulnerable communities. 

Sincerely,    


Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Coalition*

African American Health Alliance*

National Medical Association*

National Hispanic Medical Association*
Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum*
Summit Health Institute on Research and Education, Inc.*
National Black Caucus of State Legislatures*
Consortium of Social Science Associations*
National Latino Council on Alcohol & Tobacco*
Out of Many, One Coalition*
National Black Nurses Association*
National Hispanic Nurses Association*
The Cave Institute*
Physicians for Human Rights*
National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education*
National Health Law Program*
Health Advocacy Division, NAACP*
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.*
National Dental Association*

AIDS Task Force of Greater Cleveland

AIDS Drug Assistance Protocol Fund

American Academy of Family Physicians
American Dental Education Association

American Public Health Association
Association for Community Affiliated Plans

Association of Minority Health Professions Schools

California Pan-Ethnic Health Network

Charles Drew University of Medicine and Science

Community Education Group

Families USA
Intercultural Cancer Caucus
Kellogg Health Scholars National Program
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

Meharry Medical College

Morehouse School of Medicine 
Morgan State University, School of Community Health and Policy

NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)
National Association of Community Health Centers 
National Association of Social Workers

National Council for Diversity in the Health Professions

National Indian Council on Aging

National Partnership for Women & Families

Ohio AIDS Coalition
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America, Inc.

The AIDS Institute

TII CANN - Title II Community AIDS National Network
* REHDC member organization
cc:
Senator Edward Kennedy

Senator Thad Cochran

Tri-Caucus Health Task Force Chairs

Representative Jesse Jackson, Jr.
Senator Roger Wicker

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
House Committee on Energy and Commerce  

House Committee on Ways and Means

Congressional Black Caucus

Congressional Hispanic Caucus

Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus  

Congressional Native American Caucus
