Congress of the Huited States
lashington, DE 20315

October 17, 2007
Dear Colleague:

As you prepare to cast your vote tomorrow on the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
Reauthorization Act, those of us who took lead roles in writing the bill in the Senate would like to
provide you with detailed information about the legislation. The material below responds directly
to the great amount of misinformation that has been spread about this compromise bill. We hope
that you will take time to review these facts before you vote. The four of us worked together on a
bipartisan basis for most of this year to craft CHIP legislation that will do just what we all want to
do: serve low-income children who currently lack health coverage. The following information
separates fact from fiction about H.R. 976, the CHIP Reauthorization Act.

FICTION: The compromise bill would expand coverage for children in families with incomes of
up to $83,000 a year.

FACT: The bill does not raise the eligibility level for CHIP. While the State of New
York did ask the Department of Health and Human Services for approval to raise
eligibility to 400% of poverty, the Secretary rejected New York’s request. The
compromise bill replaces HHS's flawed August |7 policy on crowd-out with a more
reasoned approach, but this does not force the approval of any state plan to cover children
at higher income levels. As under current law, the decision to approve state requests to
change CHIP eligibility still rests with the Administration, not with Congress.

No state has received approval from the Administration to expand CHIP eligibility to
400% of poverty. And even if the compromise bill were signed into law. no child in a
family with an income of $83,000 would be eligible for CHIP unless it were approved by
the Administration.

To say that the compromise bill increases coverage for the upper middle class is flatly
wrong. The truth is that the bill actually moves in the opposite direction — focusing
policies and incentives exclusively on targeted low-income children.

First, the bill establishes a new financial incentive for states to enroll children below 200
percent of poverty. The compromise bill provides bonuses to states for enrollment of
eligible but uninsured Medicaid children. These are the poorest of the poor, and the bill
does more to help them than any other children. The Congressional Budget Office
estimates that the compromise bill will increase enrollment for children currently eligible
for Medicaid, but who do not have health insurance, by 1.7 million.

Second, the bill limits the federal matching rate for states that want to expand eligibility
for children in families over 300% of poverty. That is a clear disincentive for states to
expand eligibility to higher income levels.




Finally. the bill establishes a new policy for states that want to expand eligibility. These
states must meet certain targets for coverage of children below 200 percent by 2010, or
risk the loss of any federal matching funds for children in families with incomes over 300
percent. The bill makes clear that any state wishing to cover children at higher incomes
in the future must first cover its poorest children.

FICTION: Congress would move children with private insurance into government-run health
care.

FACT: According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), the rate of substitution of
public coverage for private coverage. or “crowd-out,” would be lower under the
compromise bill than under current law. CBO estimates the crowd-out rate under the
current program to be 50 to 60 percent. CBO estimates the crowd-out rate for the
additional low-income children in the compromise agreement at 30 percent, far better
than the current program and better than estimates made when Congress created the
program ten years ago. The compromise agreement limits crowd-out by targeting
incentives and funding toward for coverage of lower income children — who are less
likely to have access to private coverage.

The fact is that this bill takes a number of steps to minimize crowd-out of private
coverage.

First. the bill creates new options for states to subsidize employer-sponsored
group health coverage as an alternative to enrollment in CHIP.

Second. as mentioned above, the bill directs the majority of new bonus payments
to enrollment of the lowest income children — those below 200% of poverty -
who are the least likely to have access to private coverage.

Third, the bill requires a thorough review of best practices to reduce crowd-out,
and then requires each state that covers children above 300 percent - currently
only New Jersey - to submit a plan that incorporates those best practices.

Fourth. as mentioned above, the bill requires states to meet benchmarks for
covering the lowest income, more likely uninsured children first in order to
receive any funding for covering children at higher income levels. This will
maintain CHIP's focus on children who are less likely to have access to private
coverage.

FICTION: The congressional bill is an incremental step toward government-run health care.

FACT: CHIP is a leader in combining public and private solutions to provide
health coverage to uninsured children. The CHIP Reauthorization Act encourages
a mix of public and private solutions to cover Kids, and limits the scope of the
program to the low-income, uninsured children Congress meant to cover when
the program was created in 1997. Four out of five state CHIP programs use
private entities to deliver coverage. The compromise maintains the block grant,
non-entitlement nature of the program. The American Medical Association, the
Association of Health Insurance Plans, and PARMA — hardly advocates of
socialized medicine — all support the bill,










