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Welcome

Patrick Willard,

Senior Director of State and National 

Strategic Partnerships, Families USA



Housekeeping

• Today’s presentation is being recorded

• The slides and recording will be made available

• To ask questions:

• Type your question in the chat box

• We will answer questions at the end of each major 

section



Agenda

• Opening: Patrick Willard, Families USA

• Oral Health at Families USA:                                                

Melissa Burroughs, Families USA

• Adding a Dental Benefit in Medicare:                                  

Amber Christ, Justice in Aging 

• Improving Medicaid Adult Dental Coverage:                        

Kathy Kilrain del Rio, Maine Equal Justice Partners 

• Q&A: All! 

• Closing: Patrick Willard, Families USA 
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Oral Health at Families USA

Melissa Burroughs,

Oral Health Campaign Manager, 

Families USA
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Oral Health at Families USA

Policy Goal: Expand Oral Health Coverage for All

• Medicare Oral Health Coverage

• Medicaid Oral Health Coverage for Adults

• Raise Profile of Oral Health as Health Care/Social Justice Issue

Elevate Oral Health in Policy Discussions

Empower Oral Health Community

National Coalition of Allies

State Partners and State Wins

Oral Health for All
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Oral Health Matters: Health, Equity, Social Justice
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Many Adults Cannot Access Oral Health Coverage

Medicare excludes oral health coverage

Over 2/3 of seniors do not have oral 
health coverage

Most states do not provide meaningful 
Medicaid oral health coverage for adults
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Medicare Dental In Congress

• H.R.576 Seniors Have Eyes, Ears, and Teeth Act (Rep. Roybal-Allard)

• H.R.1393 Dental, vision, and hearing care under the Medicare program 

(Rep. Doggett)

• S. 22 Medicare Dental Benefit Act of 2019 (Sen. Cardin)

• H.R. 2951 Medicare Dental Benefit Act of 2019 (Rep. Barragan)

• S.1423 Medicare and Medicaid Dental, Vision, and Hearing Benefit Act of 

2019 (Sen. Casey)

Current Bills 

• Sen. Sanders/Rep. Cummings

• Rep. Neal (House Ways and Means)

Forthcoming Bills
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Medicaid Adult Dental in State Legislatures
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What We’re Doing to Get There

Policy Conversations & Coalition Building

State and Local Level Activity

Raising Policy Maker Awareness

Story Telling
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Story Telling

oralhealth4all.org
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How else do we raise the issue?

Administrative 
“Medically 

Necessary” 
Medicare dental 

effort

Universal coverage 
conversations

Upcoming elections
Story sharing, 

raising awareness
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Universal Coverage/ Oral Health

Sign On 
Opportunity
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Tools for Engaging on Medicare Dental

• Families USA, Justice in Aging, Center for Medicare Advocacy, 
and a national coalition coming soon!

National Partners

• Story Collection 

• Universal Coverage Options Letter

What can I do now?

• Action for Medicare Dental: State & Grassroots Learning 
Collaborative

• State factsheets on the Medicare population’s need for oral 
health coverage

• Toolkit on how to raise oral health in Universal Coverage debates

Coming Soon!
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Tools for Engaging on Medicaid Dental

• Families USA, Children’s Dental Health Project, 
Community Catalyst, Justice in Aging

National Partners

• Story Collection 

• Universal Coverage Options Letter

• Join the Medicaid Adult Dental Benefit Learning 
Collaborative

What can I do now?
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Resources

• Universal Coverage/Oral Health sign on letter (open until June 11): Sign on Letter (PDF): 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l_F4cG6czU7KqkwaZ8-mCchs7hcPMMlM/view Sign on form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZpbNar9xyu_bagvjaMYWPlH8z30v7mOndYJkNcFDe

S8kJMQ/viewform

• To learn more about either the Medicaid or Medicare Oral Health Learning Collaboratives- contact 

Melissa Burroughs (mburroughs@familiesusa.org) for details.  

• Families USA Story Collection website: www.oralhealth4all.org

• Postcards advertising site for distribution to clinics/waiting rooms/charity events etc (email 

mburroughs@familiesusa.org to request postcards to be mailed): 

https://familiesusa.org/product/oral-health-all-story-collection-postcard

• Families USA’s Oral Health Resources (full list): 

https://familiesusa.org/library?f%5B0%5D=field_issues%3A3635

• Factsheet on the Need for Comprehensive Medicare Oral Health Coverage: 

http://familiesusa.org/product/americas-seniors-need-medicare-oral-health-benefit

• Blog on Administrative Action for Medicare “Medically Necessary” Coverage: 

http://familiesusa.org/blog/2017/08/medicare-should-pay-oral-health-care-necessary-manage-

serious-illnesses

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l_F4cG6czU7KqkwaZ8-mCchs7hcPMMlM/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZpbNar9xyu_bagvjaMYWPlH8z30v7mOndYJkNcFDeS8kJMQ/viewform
mailto:mburroughs@familiesusa.org
http://www.oralhealth4all.org/
mailto:mburroughs@familiesusa.org
https://familiesusa.org/product/oral-health-all-story-collection-postcard
https://familiesusa.org/library?f[0]=field_issues:3635
http://familiesusa.org/product/americas-seniors-need-medicare-oral-health-benefit
http://familiesusa.org/blog/2017/08/medicare-should-pay-oral-health-care-necessary-manage-serious-illnesses
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Adding a Dental Benefit in Medicare

Amber Christ,

Directing Attorney, Justice in Aging



Adding a Dental Benefit in Medicare
Amber Christ, Directing Attorney 

May 30, 2019



Medicare Basics 

• Federal Program 

• Individuals 65 and Over 

• Individuals under 65 with disabilities

• Not free/Not Comprehensive

• No Dental Coverage (minor exceptions)
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Adding a Dental Benefit: Why? 

• 65% of Medicare beneficiaries have NO dental coverage (37 
million people)  

• Nearly 50% did not visit the dentist in last year - disparities 
based on race, income, disability, health status, rural versus 
urban  
 71% of Black & 65% of Hispanic Medicare beneficiaries did not see 

dentist in last year (versus 43% white)
 70% with income below $10K (versus 27% with $40K)
 62% of beneficiaries under 65 with a disability 
 63% of beneficiaries with poor to fair health
 59% in rural region (versus 46% in metro areas) 

• Cost is biggest barrier to care 
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Adding Benefit to Medicare Part B

• Integrates oral health into medical benefit – treated the 
same way as other health services in Medicare 

• Payment structure would look the same (e.g. 20% co-
insurance; preventive services no co-insurance) 

• Provider payment would be adjusted by region and 
subject to annual stakeholder comment like other 
services under Part B 

• Low-Income Protections would apply to help pay for 
out-of-pocket costs 
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What about Medicare Advantage?
• MA plans are required to provide all Part A 

and Part B services in their basic benefit 
package. 

• Addition of oral health to Part B would 
require MA plans to offer that benefit 

• More comprehensive than current MA plan 
offerings, which generally have limited 
scope coverage and annual caps 
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What about Medicaid 
• 19 states provide extensive Medicaid dental 

coverage 

• 18 offer limited benefits

• 15 offer none beyond emergency services 

• Medicare would be primary and would 
provide more uniform coverage for low-
income older adults and people with 
disabilities who are dually eligible for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
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Legislative Efforts 
• Statutory changes to the Social Security Act must be 

made to add dental to Medicare 
 Removal of the exclusion for dental services

 Definitions added 

• 2019 Legislation 
 Medicare Dental Benefit Act of 2019 (Cardin, S. 22)

• Companion House Bill Medicare Dental Benefit Act of 2019 (Barragan, 
HR 2951)

 Medicare Dental, Vision & hearing Benefit Act of 2019 (Doggett, HR 1393)

 Seniors Have Eyes, Ears, and Teeth Act (Roybal-Allard, HR 576)

 Medicare and Medicaid Dental, Vision, and Hearing Benefit Act of 2019 
(Casey, S. 1423)  
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Medically Necessary Dental 
Advocacy

• Administrative Advocacy with CMS to expand scope of 
when Medicare can pay for dental services that are 
integral to an underlying medical condition or procedure
 Example: car accident in which the jaw was broken and several teeth lost. 

Medicare paid for reconstruction of the jaw, but refused to pay for 
extractions of teeth and the crowns to save the teeth he had damaged. 

• Over 115 orgs have signed onto community statement 
for CMS to change interpretation of policy

• House and Senate Letters to CMS last fall 

• Meeting with HHS/CMS to change policy
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Additional Resources

27

Justice in Aging, 
www.justiceinaging.org/our-

work/healthcare/oral-health/

• Drilling Down on Dental Coverage and Costs for Medicare Beneficiaries, Kaiser Family 
Foundation (Mar. 2019), available at https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/drilling-
down-on-dental-coverage-and-costs-for-medicare-beneficiaries/

• Creating an Oral Health Benefit in Medicare: A Statutory Analysis, Justice in Aging (Jan. 
2019), available at http://www.justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Creating-
an-Oral-Health-Benefit-in-Medicare-A-Statutory-
Analysis.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2071568b-2eb3-4b7b-a9ff-da101bff3bfa

• An Oral Health Benefit in Medicare Part B, It’s Time to Include Oral Health in Health Care, 
Joint White Paper (Jul. 2018), available at http://www.justiceinaging.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/Medicare-Dental-White-Paper.pdf. 

• For Rural Seniors, Improving Overall health Requires Improving Oral Health Care, Families 
USA (Dec. 2018), available at https://familiesusa.org/product/rural-seniors-improving-
overall-health-requires-improving-oral-health-care. 

http://www.justiceinaging.org/our-work/healthcare/oral-health/
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/drilling-down-on-dental-coverage-and-costs-for-medicare-beneficiaries/
http://www.justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Creating-an-Oral-Health-Benefit-in-Medicare-A-Statutory-Analysis.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2071568b-2eb3-4b7b-a9ff-da101bff3bfa
http://www.justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Medicare-Dental-White-Paper.pdf
https://familiesusa.org/product/rural-seniors-improving-overall-health-requires-improving-oral-health-care
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Improving Medicaid Adult Dental Coverage

Kathy Kilrain del Rio,

Policy Analyst, Maine Equal Justice 

Partners



Kathy Kilrain del Rio, Policy Analyst

May 30, 2019



Maine Equal Justice is a nonprofit legal aid 
provider working to increase economic security, 
opportunity, and equity for people in Maine. 

Maine Equal Justice works on issues that affect people’s daily 
lives. We focus our advocacy on federal and state policies 
related to Maine’s anti-poverty programs, including 
MaineCare (Medicaid), Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), and General Assistance. 

We:

• Advocate for fair public policies in the legislature and with 
governmental agencies;

• Provide direct legal services and representation through 
impact litigation on systemic issues; and

• Partner with diverse low-income communities and agencies 
through outreach, organizing, and education.















Two bills addressing dental: 

LD 230
LD 

1453













https://www.facebook.com/MaineEqualJustice/videos/6

40250756421754/



https://www.facebook.com/MaineEqualJustice/videos/3

61107151279633/
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• LD 230 is voted 
unanimously Ought Not 
To Pass

• LD 1453 received 
unanimous Ought to Pass 
as amended vote

Yay!



What’s Happening Right Now? 



Kathy Kilrain del Rio, Policy Analyst

kkilraindelrio@mejp.org

207-626-7058 ext. 210

mailto:kkilraindelrio@mejp.org


Questions and Comments
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