August 19, 2021

The Honorable Michael Bennet The Honorable Mark Kelly
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

261 Russell Senate Building Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Suite 516

Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto

U.S. Senate The Honorable Raphael Warnock

313 Hart Senate Office Building U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Russell Senate Office Building
Suite 388

The Honorable Maggie Hassan Washington, DC 20510

U.S. Senate

324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen. Bennet, Sen. Cortez Masto, Sen. Hassan, Sen. Kelly, and Sen. Warnock,

Thank you for your leadership on lowering the cost of prescription drugs. As organizations representing
consumers, patients, children, seniors, workers, businesses, and others, we are grateful to each of you
for filing on the U.S. Senate floor a declarative amendment establishing support for comprehensive
Medicare negotiation as a part of the upcoming reconciliation package.

As you know, America’s families are looking to Congress to enact major health reforms that will finally
alleviate the immense financial burden that prescription drug costs cruelly level on everyday people.
Across our nation, a disturbingly high percentage of people face the impossible choice of foregoing or
rationing medications so they can afford other basic needs. This pattern is consistent year over year,
with an average of 29% of people across the country forced to make this choice in a given year.!

It is time to put an end to the outrageous price of drugs and the solution is clear: Mandating strong and
comprehensive Medicare negotiation that saves taxpayer dollars and prevents pharmaceutical industry
executives from recklessly increasing drug prices with impunity. In order to fully address the damage
caused to the American people by out of control drug prices, we also need to extend the gains from
Medicare negotiation to people who purchase their health insurance through their employer or in the
non-group market.

Last week’s Senate passage of the FY2022 Budget Resolution with reconciliation instructions signals
remarkable promise in making significant drug pricing reforms and, critically, your amendment
highlights the importance of enacting Medicare negotiation that will improve the lives of millions of
Americans. Thank you for taking a bold stand on this issue.

1 Fact Sheet. “In Every State, Far Too Many People Are Skipping or Changing Medications Because They Are Too
Expensive,” Eliot Fishman, Families USA. Link


https://familiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/RX-2021-162_High-Rx-Prices-Hurting-Consumers-Impact-By-State-Fact-Sheet.pdf

Our organizations stand ready to support you and your colleagues in the Senate and House of
Representatives as you continue to fight for America’s families by enacting a drug pricing solution that

finally lowers drug prices for everyone.
Sincerely,
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CC: The Honorable Charles Schumer, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Ron Wyden, Chairman of Senate Committee on Finance



